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ABSTRACT 


This article investigates major points of the speech verbs. On this case, different meaning of verbs 
was analyzed from Russian into English. Therefore, analyses of the theory with methodology were 
described to make better diffusion. To conclude with both outcomes and shortcomings were outlined to 
get further analyses as the whole. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 


English learners are often confused in words with similar meanings and do not know which is 
better to choose. And in this article, we want to explain how the speech verbs say, tell, speak and talk 
differ in detail and clarify the differences among them. 

The speech verb “ropoputs” can be translated into English in several ways. In order to 
understand which of the words is more appropriate in a given situation, we try to give the meanings of 
each of these speech verbs with examples. 

We start with the difference between the speech verbs say and tell. 

The speech verb to say translates as "TOBOpuTb", "TpOH3HOCHTb". 
TOBOPHTb 

say en IIpOM3HOCHT 
Example: 
He said that you were the best candidate for this position. 
OH cka3aJI, YTO THI YAWN KAHN aT Ha ITY OJDKHOCTB. 
Alisher was shocked and couldn’t say a word. 
AsIMiliep Obl IIOKHpOBaH UH He MOF IIpOn3HeECTH HH CJIOBa. 
Zumrad wanted to say something on that matter but she was interrupted. 
3yMpayl XOTeJIa CKa3aTb YTO-TO 110 STOMY BOTIpOcy, HO ee HepeOun. 
Most often after the speech verb say can put the object that the speaker is accessing is not used. 
But if you need to specify it, then you need to use the particle to. 

% I’m going to say to all of them that they are wrong. 

% SA coOuparocb cKa3aTb MM BCeM, 4TO OHH HenpaBsl. 

In an informal conversation the speech verb say is used for directions to do something. In this 

case, after the speech verb say we should use the verb in the infinitive form. 
* Mother said to sweep the floor and to tidy up my room. 
% Mama cka3asla HOJMeCTH TOU MW IpHOpaTb KOMHAaTY. 
Also the speech verb say is used to indicate some information or give an order. 

The rules say that students are not allowed to leave the flat after 10 p.m. 

IIpapuiia riacaT, YTO CTYJJCHTaM HeJIb3A NOKUaTb KBapTUpy Hocsie 10. 

The speech verb tell is translated as «cooOmnTb», «HHOPMUPOBAaTb», “PaCCKa3bIBaTb»». 


COOOINUMTb 
tell MHMOPMUpoBaTh 
paccka3bIBaTb 
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Tell me what’s on your mind. 

Pacckaxku MHe, 4TO y TeOs Ha yMe. 

Please, tell me when you are going to get married. 

Iloxasyiicta, CkaxKUTe MHe, Kora BbI COOMpaeTecb MOXKCHHTECA. 
Don’t trust him. He always tells lies. 

He joBpepauv emy. OH BCerya FOBOpHT HermpaBly. 
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The speech verb tell is not used with the words name (uma), word (c0BO), sentence 
(Ipeyu02%#xeHue) and phrase (pa3a). In this case instead of speech verb tell is used the speech verb say. 
Don’t you dare to say a word. — He cme I1pOu3HOCHTh HU CJIOBA. 
The speech verb tell is used in giving orders and directions. 
# [told him to sit quietly but he never obeys. 
=» A Besesa eMy CUCTb TUXO, HO OH HUKOTya He CiIyaeTcs. 
The speech verb tell can be found in situations where a person, based on his experience, knowledge or 
facts, gives an assessment of some events: 
="  TIcan tell that he’s nervous. He is looking aside and sweating a lot. 
= Mory c yBepeHHOCTbIO CKa3aTb, YTO OH HePBHMYaeT. OH CMOTPHT B CTOPOHY UH CHJIbHO 
morTeer. 
One of the interesting meaning of the speech verb tell is «pa3muaTb». 
#» While talking to these triplets it's hard to tell one from the other. 
=  B pa3ropope c 3THMH TPOHMHALIKaMH CIOX%KHO OTIMYUTh OJHOFO OT JpPyroro. 
We analyzed the difference between the speech verbs say and tell. The table cited popular stable 
phrases with these verbs. 


hello — mo30poBaTBca 
goodbye — nompomaTBca 
nothing — mpomosrmatTb 

to say something —— cKa3aTb 4TO-TO 
a prayer — IIpOW3HeECTH MOJIMTBY 
yes —— COrlacuTbca 
no — OTKa3aTbcA 


a joke — paccka3aTb IIyTKy 
a lie — coBpaTb 
a story —— paccka3aTb HCTOPHtO 
to tell the truth — cka3aTb mpaByly 
the future — mpeycKa3aTb Oyyulee 
the difference — oTM4aTb, pa3IM4aTb 


the time — cKa3aTb, KOTOpbIM cew4ac 4ac 
Now we will find out which of the speech verbs - speak or talk - are chosen in a given situation. 
The speech verb speak is used in more formal situations and translates as «pa3roBapuBaTb», 
«rOBOpuTb»». When referring to someone after the speech verb speak, we use particles “to” or “with”. If 
we use the speech verb in the meaning of "roBopuTb Oo 4YeM-TO", we put the preposition of or about after 
the speech verb speak. 
* I want to speak to the manager of the restaurant. 
A xouy MOrOBOpUThb C MeHeDKEpOM pecTopaHa. 
Would you like to speak to the psychologist about your deepest fears? 
XOTesI ObI THI MOFOBOPUTh C MCHXOJIOFOM O CBOMX CaMBIX TryOOKHXx cTpaxax? 
The speech verb speak is also used to mean «H3aBaTb 3BYK», “HCIOJIb30BaTb FOsI0c»». 
W31aBaTb 3BYK 
speak UCIIOJIb3OBaTb FOJIOC 
“¢ Alisher spoke so quietly I could hardly make it out. 
“* Ajsimilep roBopusia Tak THXO, 4TO A C TPYOM MOr pa300patTb ee peub. 
The common meaning of the speech verb speak is «roBopnTb Ha A3bIKe»). 
“* My daughter speaks English and Spanish fluently. 
“* Mos 2045 CBOOOJHO FOBOpHT MO-aHrIMMCKH HM MO-MCHaHCKH . 
When using speech verb speak in the meaning of «BbICKa3bIBaTbCA MpOTHB/3a» We should use the 
prepositions against and in favor of. 
“* The bravest employees spoke in favor of a pay rise. 
“* Cambie CMeJIbIe COTPYAHHKH BbICKa3aJIHCb 3a MOBbIMIeCHHe 3apiarTBl. 
We use the speech verb speak in The Present Progressive Tense during a telephone 
conversation. 
Jane is speaking. — JIxenH y Tesedoua. / ToBpoput Jbkeiin. 
The speech verb talk is very similar in meaning to the speech verb speak. But the speech verb 
talk is used in a more informal setting and translates as «roBOpuTb», «BECTH WHaor, «OeceOBaTb»». 
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TOBOPHTB 
talk BeCTHM WHasor 
OeCceNOBaTb 


% 


Our neighbour talks too much. He is a real chatterbox. 
Halll coce, CMIIKOM MHOFO roBopHtT. OH HacTosIHi OOJITYH. 
Let’s talk about you and me. 
“* JlaBaii MOroBopuM Oo TeOe H OOO MHe. 
One of the meanings of the speech verb talk is «oOcyxaaTb Koro-1H00/4TO-1H60»). 
“¢ My parents love to talk about sports. 

“* Mou poate IHOOAT rOBOPUTb O CropTe. 

Talking of my friend, he seems gloomy. Do you know what’s happening to him? — 
KctTaTu 0 MOeM JIpyre, OH KaxkeTCA Mpa4dHbIM. TbI 3Haelib, YTO C HUM IIpOHCcxoyMT? 

Other meanings of the speech verb talk are «mpeyjaBaTb OrslacKe», «BbIaBAaTb CEKPeTHYIO 
YHOpMallHto»». 

lipeyjaBaTb orsacke 
talk ee BbIJaBaTb CCKPeTHY!O HHOpMallHto 
He talks stuff, you know. We need to make him keep silent. 

— OH OouITaeT BCAKOe, 3Hactb. HaM HY2KHO 3aCTaBUTb ero 3aMO4aTb The next meaning of the 

verb talk is «yOexTaTb», «AMeTb BIIMAHHe)»>. 
yoOexK 1aTb 
talk ee MMeTb BIINAHHE 
Money, power and connections talk. 

— JleHbru, BIacTbh U CBA3M JEHCTBUTeIbHO yOexK ator. 

Learning the following phrases we understand how to use speech verbs speak and talk. 
your mind — OTKpBITO BbIpaxKaTb CBOM MBICJIN 
up — rOBOPUTb FPpOMKO UH OTHETIIMBO 

to speak too soon — MOTOPOMMTbCA C BbIBOaMH 
highly of smb. — xopomo 0 KOM-JIM00 OT3bIBaTbCA 
ill of smb. — m10xo 0 KOM-JIM00 OT3bIBaTbCA 
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Can’t speak a word of Spanish. — He mory Hu c1oBa CKa3aTb NO-MCMaHcKH. 


behind one’s back — roBoputb y Koro-To 3a CIIMHOM 
back — cnopuTb, BO3paxKaTb 
nonsense — HecTH Yellyxy 

to talk one out of smth — oTroBOpHTb Koro-HO0 OT 4ero-TO 
one into smth — yroBopuTb Koro-H00 Ha 4TO-TO 
it over — OOcyUTb, OOrOBOPUTb 


2. CONCLUSION 


Having analyzed the use of speech verbs, we came to conclusion that although the verbs say, tell, 
speak and talk are speech verbs, they differ in meaning, as each of these speech verbs has its own 
meanings and usage. 
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